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S
m

olart is a self-help organization in
the W

estern K
enyan com

m
unity of K

isii,
near Lake V

ictoria. A
s a unique source

of kisii soapstone, this area is hom
e

to m
any artisans w

ho m
ake their living

through carving. S
m

olart seeks to
im

prove the lives of m
em

ber carvers
through m

arketing and logistical
supports. S

m
olart w

orks w
ith 200

producer m
em

bers, each of w
hom

 is a
stakeholder. E

ach m
em

ber w
orks w

ith
several hom

e-based artisans, for a total of som
e 1,000 carvers, thus 

creating job opportunities w
hile also allow

ing artisans to be closer to 
their fam

ilies.
 

T
he group's m

ission goes beyond providing a fair w
age to artisans; they 

seek to eradicate poverty am
ong their m

em
bers, prom

ote fair trade, oppose 
discrim

ination, to support com
m

unity efforts and to m
anage resources 

sustainably. T
en T

housand V
illages has purchased products from

 S
m

olart 
since 2008. 


