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S
t M

ary's M
ahila S

hikshan K
endra is a

w
om

en's handicraft organization run by
the D

om
inican S

isters in G
om

tipur,
A

hm
edabad. T

his area of A
hm

edabad, once
know

n for its textile m
ills, suffered

m
uch unem

ploym
ent since global

com
petition closed the m

ills in the
1980s. It continues to attract landless
laborers w

ho com
e searching for w

ork.
A

rtisans of S
t. M

ary's create
em

broidery in the tradition of the
K

athiaw
adis, a craft m

ore than a thousand years old. T
en T

housand V
illages 

has purchased products from
 S

t. M
ary's since 1987.
 

T
he artisans of S

t. M
ary's share in decision-m

aking and project 
responsibilities. T

he organization runs a dispensary and m
aternity clinic 

that caters to the poor and m
arginalized w

om
en in the area. It also runs 

health program
s, a savings program

, sew
ing education and children's 

education program
s. 


